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potetmmmninin, T has been Reriark’d in the 
‘oe 4 Courfe of thefe PAPERS, 
} That, among the W7/e, there 
BIE are rione more Foolifh chan the 
| Witty: May it not with great 
Truth be faid, That, among 
} the merely Witcy, none are 
Se 4 more ridiculed than the tru 
Vent ly Wife? If a Clergyman buc 






bik’ : suaal before he begins ; ahd many 
fthefe, tho’ it bas Been fo long before I have Intro- 
duced one fingle Difcourfe of the Cler ’s, whom we 
Count the Honour of our Affembly, will bé aptto foretell 
the fame, as foon as I inform them, That he is to fur- 
nih the Entertainment of this Da7. . : 

BUT the €afe is quite otherwife with Perfons of 4 
more ferious ,caft of Thought, who know, That, as 
PLAIN-TRUT& is the only. Mean, by which Divines 
can. furely inftru&, fo cheir Stile muit be peculiarly 
clear and natural; which, without: {topping at a fhew of 
Briphenef', puctaes i : 
what they ought to think, fo Clearnefs is the Rule of 
what they ought to fay. Iam therefore fully fatisfy d, 
That that Grave Clafs of my Readers, whom I count 
doing melan Honour , when I fee them clap en their 
Spettacles to vead my Works, as if they thought they 
couldmeet withImprovement from them after their own 
long Experiénce of the World, will be pleafed with the 
hilowing Difsourfe at this Good Time, which the Clergy- 
mn made, the other Day, upon that Vertue of PL 41 N. 
DEALING, which cthefe Papers are principally in- 
ttaded to recominend. : 

WHEN we confider that every Perfon in the World, 
(faid the worthy Clergyman) is continually recommend- 
ing the Sweje of your Papers in Common Converfation, 
one would think there was little need for a Writer to 
employ his whole Time upon it; But when we reflect 
how few. prattife it; we are as much convinced No 
Subj requires more Pains to inforce it. People praite 
itevery Day, and violate it every Howr, and Common Ho- 
wfy like Comw.om Senfe, is boldiy pretended co by every 
Bidy, but really poifeffed by very Few. 

UL muft be certainly worth a little of our Medita- 
tom and Inquiry té inform our felves, how this Quyaliry 


B Comes to be fo extreamly Valuable and Precious among 


us, and yet_we fo frequently and fo eafily part with it, 
infhort, by what ftrange Myfery in our Conde it comes 
to pals, That fuch Numbers of Men, (without Excep: 
tion) would appear to be Plain and Honef in their Deal. 
, and yet io very Few of them a€tually are. 
HE more we éndeavour'to penetrate into the Na- 
we of this Duty of PLAIN-DEALING among 
a, the more we are convinced of its Value ; we be- 
come the more fenfible of its Infinite Good Ef 4; we 
ate {truck with its Beauties more and more, and we grow, 
¥ Coniequence, more and more ig Love with it. For 
We lee upon the very firft Moment’s RefleGtion, that 
PLAIN.DE ALING is the Life and Soul of Friena- 
DP. it 'S the neceflary Effence of it > and, when that is 
onge Sone. the moft warm and lively In:imacies can no 
nger fubfift: They grow cold and dye away at once. 
ow Friendfhips, we ali know, are the very Bonds of 
75; Again, we us clearly comprehend, thar. Publick 
4mi'y, and. what we call, a Good Underftanding, as 
feat Companies and publick Bodies of Men, (whic 
“aanot be maintained but by Fair Dealings) is the Prop 
[ Price Two Pence. ] 





Soliditg,. For, as Trath is the Rule “of* 


— x - . i — * 
> ssonenninn 


and Support of every Civilized Nation and Government 
upon Earth: Since we are fo foon and fo perfe&ly 
convinced, Thats P ZL 41N-DEALING carries along 
with it fuch Advantages as do nor lefs contribute to 
the Safety and Tranguility of the Publick, than they 
are Subfervient to particular Friends and Acquaintance, 
it isno wonder, that we fhould immediately defire to be 
reckoned the Pofleflors of fo valuable a Good. It is Na- 
tural for us to defire it ; it is in this Sence {carcea Vere 
tue ; for, morally Speaking. it is, in this Light, what 
we our felves cannot help defiring. Every Mortal brea- 
thing has known and felt the firft Principles of Honefty 
very ftrong in his Heart; and even he that ever de- 
arted from it, knows that his Struggle was very great 
re he could firft {werve from it in the: Minuteft 
Point. It is the Quality he covets to find in every 
one, with whom he deals or converfes, and he fecret- 


ly adores the Man in whom he finds fo Beneficial a 
Treafure. 


ON the other hand, if PL ZIN DEALING had 
not all thefe attraftive Charms, yet there is fomething 
fo very ridiculous and unpopular. in playing the Dou- 
ble upon Mankind : There is fuch a Bafenefs in the 
doing of it, fuch an Impoflibiliry of doing it often 
without being once difcovered, fuch an irretrievable 
ignominy, fuch a quick and painful Remorfe in being 
once difcovered, That a Life of Diflimulation and 
Trick is full enough of Horror to fright Men from it, 
if a Life of Honefty had not Charms enow of its own to 


tempt and invite Men to lead it. 


SURE then it is a ftrange Riddle in our very 
Make, That we are not like the People we Love, bur 
like the People we Hate. The meaneft Slave cannot 
bear to be called a Diffembler, and yer the greateft 
Princes do not blufh to diffemble. Qui m fcit Diffimulere, 
nefcit Regnare; is grown their Political Motto. States- 


_men originally meant the fame as Faithful Servants of 


a Stare; they are now a days called Politician , and Po- 
litician is but another Name for an-Artful Deceiver. 
Ferfons graced with high Titles, were formerly cal- 
led Nobles, from the Greatnefs of their Souls who, 
far from committing Injuftices. were daily employ d in 
the greateft s&s of a Noble Liberality, Now, if any 
Man is fcandaloufly Remifs in paying his Debts, he is 
faid to be like a Man of Quality. Even Religious Per- 
fons have enter’d into a Confpiracy againft PL AI Ne 
DEALING; Diflemblers in Holy Orders, have cau- 
fed, In verbv Sacerdoti’, to fignifie a Fa.fbvod and Nolo Epi/- 
copare to ftand for defiring earneftiy what a Man pre- 
tends to decline. In fine, amnong all Ranks, Double. Deal. 
ing is grown co that heighr, thar as the English Satyrif 
fays, He is [ure to be undone, tiat da esto be lefs a Villain 
than his Neighbours. 


UPON the whole therefore, may we nor naturally 
conclude. That it is nothing b.t a want of fuflicient 
Thought and Refolution; It is nothing but Folly and 
Cowardice, that feduces Men firft our of the plain and 
ftraight Road of Honour and Vertue, into the « rooked By- 
ways of Double- Dealing ? 1c was certainly the want of Pru- 
dence andAbility to manageThings rightly in a plain and 
open Way, or eife the want of a true Greatnefs of Soul, 
to abide firmly by what was plainly Right, chat firft 
induced Men to have recourfe to Trick and Stratagem ; 
and, when once Canning took the Place of Wifdem in 
their Mirds,and Fear inftead of Refolur:‘on govern’d their 
Hearts ; they at Length brought Destie-Dealing (which 
was, at firft, a Crime, as I may fay, by seciden:) a ’ 

: a lonz 


NUMB. XXil 


. = a 4 rp 3 ya 

s ae - aaa Ge Trem ~ en LR bees «: , Spear sian ee. 6 a? eo ce 

cg Eau -- ey =" posure ope age pus = Al Rg sear ‘ ~e on FE 

: " oo 52 . a ef vt ¥ rc r es le? “= fs ~ i pat a, + > wy wre - Pe o Ee 7 

eh Re HSE? gia 7 oat » EOS ~~ eo al as. oe ene nies co . x “vs " « - -- ngtin 
PT IE a neta on é <3 ue Le, si : rae Pace — — : . 
me a ge abana as e . ewe ~~ ann . . Pp - 
goes ee isd oreo, aie nemermama : Py “we 3 - 


See dame es CO ee 


ee Ee Se en 





Sr OE cir a 


, TRAST A ntl bac aia a, wl ahh So 


Se a 


ape se 


oto — ~ . eal cenit e : dering yon: ae pees base: Rice Jager 2 5 ee 
Bilge See awe” om nice a a A eas ae ea eed “ ts =o Tae, pelin aae =a # ed 
+ > a Pe a ee ee ee oe 4 % « pomped > at Rete ating - 2 he : 
<saios : en eects, - ty ge nec pe . . \ gain: Seen B 
«deco: haymi staan ete —PT Ce POO: ie eee een es ~ ne 5 SR a Finige~ aa eae unin —ae fied ee _ eed es Sk . 
_ ee ee ae - ee > a as le ea ss ais ea = 


a 


* 
gra etree ae rR i * va rh Ne A loaned in PEATE. ie 
or ae PON oy, eae . + > 

. ciceeaalatiiatel os Sa 

rae oe ro an weap tac Ss ee 
mm wai 2 Bi Wms aeons 


Stee te 


ad 


= 2h re 


~— EI re 


i ag ” es 


Pe ee ee aay ts a ai 


9 ‘api sac ters 


an 
ig Biased isis May Sasi teids ” 
ee ee ee ee ee PP I Me ER en OER SOE, 






























ps 








> ss 7 . e = + 
ee EEO dg: Se . pm 2 
sabi tpiiet in: AF: ; EEE Ee I cia. 5 ge ile x 
vag ERIS BO LARS Te TT le le RR pe 8: 5 NNN M3 ‘ir tars Niabo hangs 


—_e dhticdtin.dlintlen 





4 long and conftant Habit, to be no lefs than an rt 
and a Profefien, as it is now too generally prattifed. 

SUCH a Dutyas that of PL AIN-DEALING, 
cannot be too much krown , and nothing can 
be more eafily Learned; but then in a Corrupt Age 
there is nothing fo eafily Lott, in a Depraved and 
Impious Company there is nothing fo readily parted 
from, and therefore it cannot be too frequently or too 
forcibly Inculcated, either by Precept or Example. — 

I KNOW 00 Body of Men, -in whole Powe® it ‘ies 
fo much, or to. whofe Office it fo immediately belongs 
to bring about a Reformation, in both thefe Ways, as 
the Clergy _ They have a Right to diffufe among-the 
People this Spirit of Honefty by Precept, and a more 

icular Duty incumbent upon them, to enforce it by 
a ftedfaft Example. But alafs there are too many among 
them, that feem to have fuch a Tafte for their worldly 
Intereft, and,the fafhionable Viccs of the more cunning 
and impiohs Pare of the Laysworld, as to have loft all 
the Relith e&Primitive Religion; and thefe, while they 
profefs themfelves Priefs, appear as if they were afhamed, 
nay, afraid to be thought Chriftians. 

AS there is Nothing that makes a nobler Figure inthe 
Imagination of a good Man, than a good Prieft; fo 
there-is-Nothing fo~tfhocking and-ridiculous, as to fee a 
bafe and a wicked Man of that Profeffion, which annexes 
the Title of Reverend to his Name. A. Layman, that 
does nor tevererice a good Paftor ; is a Protligate, and 
en over td. a reprobaté Senfe : But a wicked Man, in 

oly Orders; is a kind of Monfter, that waits a Name ; 
and no Lay-tman can conceivehalf the indignation againft 
ant Impious dowbl:-dealing Prieft. that a good Prieft muft 
entetain againft him. The Ancients, when they drew the 
Pi€tures of Beauty and Uglinefs, took Pieces from a 
hundred feveral Obje&ts, ‘the berter to compleat their 
whole Defign. ‘In order to excite'true Horror againft all 
wicked Prelates I fhail ufe the fame Liberty, and draw 
from all the wickedeft Priefts, I have ever heard of, a 
kind of Ecclefiaftical Cahguls and sa ur ty; him to bea 
Bifhop, to give him the Fulle!s of his Deformity : 
I hall then give the Sketch of a virtuous Ecclefiaftick, 
muft remark, for che Honour of the Priefthood, and 
the Mortification of Libertines, That 'the ill Character 
ts compounded of a great many Dondie.Dealers, and that 
the good One, did really belong to one good Man. 

UMBR A wasalways a great Pretender to Virtue and 


Piety, but néver was the Poffeflor of Common Honefty : 


He made an empty Show of Godlinefs his real’ Gain, 
and never feemingly efpoufed ‘the Interefts of Virtue ; 
but with the vicious View of -pufhing on his own Inte- 
eft. Umbra always canted Inordinately ; but never once 
pray'’d heartily. In order, to ingratiate himfelf with 
great Families, He applied himfelf to learn a falfe kind 
of Oratory, and-grew a famed Panegyrift, and a re- 
nowned Compofer of Funeral Sermons, in which he 
would try tofalve up the fcandalous Vices of great 
Men, and fpeak fervently in favour of Death-bed Re- 
Reotence: and demonftrate very elaborately, How the 

irtue and Wifdom of a Moment, could, at ‘any time, 
eafily and fully atcone.for the Impiety and Folly of an 
Age. 1f he dined at a Nobleman’s Table, he faida 
fhort and feanty Grace to a long and full. Meal, and he 
would juft dip down his head, to the Great Author, who 
ausltiplies Food and allthe Fruits of the Earth, for the 
Uie and Benefit of his Creatures, but, before he feated 
himfelf, would make a much more profound Reverence 
to the Lordly Debaucheé chat Entertain’d him. When 
he grew, by thefe Means, acquainted with great Men, 
he turn’d Politician. and raifed himfelf up on the blind 
Side of one, by ferting him at Variance with another. 
He next became a kind of State Preacher, and always 


changed his Note as the Times changed, fo that there 


were many Sermons of “his, that were dire& Contra- 
diétions to each other, He never liked to preach for the 
Benefit of the Poor, and yer no Body preached more 
Charity-Sermons than he ; for every Charity-Sermon he 
preached, was a kind of Ciarity-Sermon, intended, for 
the Benefit of rhe moft unhappy and craving Man in the 
Parifh, his own dear Perfon. Thus he fold the Gofpel 
by Retale, and lived long in Grandeur, by aftronting 
and debafing that Chriftianity, which che holy Orders 
were conferrd upon him to promote He has fometimes 
taken an extravagant Delight in abufing the very Prieft- 
hood, and triumph'd in a Bifhoprick, when he deferv'd 
to be Excommunicated. He lived in a Palace, and 
ruled a Diocefe of the Church, dailing committing fuch 
habitual Impurities, as fhould have caufed him to be 
banithed oue of the Pale. Thus vefted, unhappily, 
with Prelatical Authority, he would commit violent 


, 
dl 


' 


Injuftices, and ruin his honeft Inferiors, and then, j¢ 
they fought for Juftice, terrifie them out of it by}; 
Privilege. Thus, we may fuppofe, this Deable-Deale; wich 
a Mitre on his Head, who lived prevaricating for 
Years, died as he lived, leaving fuch Falfeho) 
under his Hand on his Death-Bed, as if he coveteg 
expire with a Prevarication in his Mouth. ’ 
THERE was really fuch a Perfon lately: iy; 
as Coraatx:, who had an honourable Poft in the Chu; 
He belong’dto a great Cathedral, and was an Hono 
to that Cathedral to which he belonged. He was reall, 
a Perfon of Quality, and joining the Gentleman With 
the Chriftian? was both Religious and Polite. He had 
this peculiar Felicity in his Temper, that, though | 
lived in an. Age when. Faction and Party-Rage almof 
univerfally prevailed ; he judged many, that were of 
different Opinion frony himfelf, might be very hones 
and well-meaning Men, and, by treating‘them as fuuch, 
often won them over to his Opinion, in defendin the 
Caufe of Virtue, which he ever heartily efpoufed. jj 
never ufed his Authority and Power amon his Parif,;, 
oners, but to_ aye ‘Animofities, to make or renew 
Friendthips; and to ‘eftablith Peace, goed Will, 4,4 
Union among them: He was \a learned and a wif 
“Man ; andtho” he had an Impediment in his Speech 
yet, all Things confidered, he preached rather mo,, 
dlainly to :the .Underftanding of -his—Audience 
ome of the vain glorious Speakers of the P 
laboured under no fuch Defe&. He never, in hi 
Sermons, to fhew fine. Strokes of Oratory, which g 
rally tend more to nourifh the Pride OF the 
than to give Edification, or inftil Bop! irtue: into the 
Hearer. He knew. the true Spiri Work of | 
Wa 02, infec angaernne, Bul aie ae, ) 
their Sakes, | efs and . Perfpicuity, in all thar he 
deliver'd from the Pulpit... While others were | 
in making poring’ Fane ricks, and. Funeral Se. 
mons upon.thofe, that had Norhi ecommend them 
but perifhable Riches ; he-fed the-Poor hese, ‘and taughy 


them how to lay up.a Treafure in Heaven;egainft th 


~ 


Time they come to die, whith could: never be tiken 


from them. He made Virtue the Study: of 
his Life, and the other Part of his Life we ; 
ken up with the Labour of Communicating whe 
he. had learnt to others, by Inftru@ion, and com 


firming his Inftru@tion by his.Example: He never 


concealed any one thing that might make other Me 


better, fave ony one, and that was his Charity, which, 
by being exercifed by him fo diffufively, ’ and fo dil. 
gently concealed, made hima better Man, than almot 
any other Perfon, of the Age, in which’ he lived. This 


. Exemplary Way of Life, made his Preaching fo prev 


lent, No Body was feen to enter the Church, where 
he was prefent, without an Air of Zeal and Devotion, 
pray'd in it, while he pray'd, without height’ning it, 
or departed from it, when he preached in it, without 
fome frefh Improvements of their Minds, Ali knew he 


recommended, what he himfelf aéted; and finding the 


Preacher in earneft, the Hearers were in earneft too. 
This made Virtue obtain in thofe Parts, at a Time, 
when there were few Towns or publick Places 2 
us ; but where Vice had grown fathionable, and laugh’ 
Virtue out of Countenance. Nothing among bi: Px 
rifhoners, was deliver'd over to Shame, but Guilt and 
Impiety. This thews, what a wondrous and mighty 
Influence the good Example of one fincere Plain-Dealing 
Man-may have over a Multitude of People: He lived 
thus for. many Years a general Blefling, and his 
Death was counted, by all, who knew him, as a gene 
ral Lofs, and lamented by every fingle Perfon, as fecl- 
ingly, as one, that was particularly a Lofs to himéfelf 
The poor loft, whea they loft him, a generous Bent 
factor, the Rich. a valuable Friend, and every indi- 
vidual Man of his Acquaintance, an exemplary Com’ 
panion. 

‘I MUST, before I conclude, advife all Clergymen 
efpecially, not to fix any Parts in rhe Defcription of 
Umbra, upon any other particular Perfons they may not 
think fo well of; becaufethat will be fhewing, that they 
have fome of hisSpirit; ler them rather ftudy to livelike 
Cerdatus, that they may die with his Merit and Character. 
What fignifies finding out who and who is meant by 
Umbra, or who is Cordatus ? The profitable Search will 
be-to examine themfelves, what Parts they have 4 
like Uméra and amend them, and, in what Parts chey have 
perfonated Cordarus and improve them, if they do othe! 
wife, they will imitate the Dog in the Fable ; and, by 
catching at the Shadow, Jofe the Subftance of this 
Difcourfe. 
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